Peter Nadzeika Sr.
January 5, 1919 — January 1, 1996
World War 11

Veterans Legacy Program Curricular Materials: Peter Nadzeika Sr.
vlp.cah.ucf.edu



Peter Nadzeika Sr. (January 5, 1919—January 1, 1996)
By Geena Tropea and Sarah Schneider

Early Life: Childhood in New Jersey as a First-Generation American

Peter Nadzeika was born a first-generation American citizen in Newark, NJ, on January
5, 1919.! His parents, Zenon or Zeno and Eva Nadzeika, immigrated to the United States from
Lithuania, a part of the Russian Empire.? His mother, Eva Nadzeika, immigrated in 1906 and his
father immigrated to New York in 1910.° Eva Nadzeika was one of almost 60,000 Lithuanians
who left the country from 1905 to 1907, and many more emigrated until 1914, when World War
I began in Europe.* Economic hardship and the 1905 Russian Revolution were the main forces
that pushed Lithuanians out of the country.® Russian policies in Lithuania led to political
upheaval and revolts by peasants that were met with “harsh military action, arrests, and
widespread deportations to Siberia,” and as a result, Lithuanians fled.® Lithuanians also
corresponded with recent immigrants to the United States and heard about economic
opportunities and political freedoms available to them there, which further fueled Lithuanian

immigration to the United States.’

Peter Nadzeika’s older brothers Frank and John were born in New York City, but Peter
was born in Newark, NJ, a city that had a “moderately sized” Lithuanian community.® The
Nadzeika family eventually settled in Parsippany, NJ, where they owned a farm.® A photograph
of two of the Nadzeika brothers, seen here, shows Peter posing with John in front of the family’s
farmhouse.'® As Nadzeika was growing up in the 1930s, farmers throughout the country felt the
impact of the Great Depression as prices for agricultural goods suddenly declined.!' However,
truck farms in New Jersey like the Nadzeika family’s sold goods to “nearby urban centers” and
so they were better off than farmers in other states.'> Funds from the Federal Emergency Relief
Administration (FERA) and other New Deal programs provided aid to New Jersey residents in
order to ameliorate hunger and unemployment, and it is possible that the Nadzeika family
benefitted from these measures.'* By 1940, Nadzeika’s father was a bartender, most likely in the

tavern that was added onto the family’s property in order to generate additional income.'*

Frank Nadzeika was working as a farmer in 1940, and because farms were an essential

resource during times of war, Frank was exempt from serving in World War II under Selective
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Service Classification II-A for necessary civilian occupations.'® John, however, became a
Merchant Marine radioman, and Peter enlisted in the US Army on March 7, 1941, at the age of
twenty-two.'® Before the war, Peter worked in textile manufacturing and most likely on his
family’s farm.!” When he enlisted he was a single, unmarried man and had completed four years

L1

of high schoo
Service: The Persian Gulf Command during World War II

Nadzeika joined the Army as a Private and eventually became a Technician Fourth Grade
(T/4) Warrant Officer for the 870th Ordnance Heavy Automotive Maintenance Company. '
Nadzeika's company in the Army was part of the Persian Gulf Command, which supported
Soviet troops during World War II by bringing supplies to them through Iran.? According to
Joel Sayre’s written account of the Persian Gulf Command, “four and a half million long tons of
everything a fighting people needs, from arms and food and clothing and medicines to the
equipment for an entire Ford plant,” was delivered across Iran to the Russian Army.?! Sayre
describes the hard work necessary to manufacture vehicles in the sweltering Iranian heat and
transport supplies across vast distances, thereby demonstrating the importance and difficulty of
work done by Nadzeika’s company.?? Work in the Persian Gulf Command was so secretive that
the soldiers did not know where they were going to be sent and they could not tell their loved

ones where they were in their letters home.??
Post-Service: Occupation, Family, and Florida

Nadzeika was wounded during the war and according to the Nadzeika family he “carried
shrapnel in his leg for the rest of his life.”** After the war he may have worked in his family’s
tavern in New Jersey.?> In 1975 Nadzeika moved to New Port Richey, FL.?® He had two sons,
Peter Nadzeika, Jr., and Michael Nadzeika, and at the time of his death had five grandchildren.?’
Nadzeika’s obituary in the Tampa Tribune mentions his service, alluding to its importance in his
life by stating that he “was a retired tavern owner, Catholic and a veteran of World War II,
serving in the US Army.””® Nadzeika lived in New Port Richey for the remainder of his life. He
died on January 1, 1996, just shy of his seventy-seventh birthday.?* A memorial marker at

Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell, Florida recognizes Nadzeika for his service.*"
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